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lntroduction

A saallrde isa h storlcalnudyofa GmpaiSn or battle that envisions a synematic

preliminory study Phote, an enensive reld studv phose

and an integrotioh phdse to capture the Lessons de.ived
dveryiew ofthe staff rlde concept, seethe Cslstaff Ride

htto://usaca c armv mil/.ac2lcsl15B!!!l n!p)

avinualstaff ride lvsl) lo owthe
b€cause trave restr ct ons Prec ude

rcplicoted in a vittuol e nvironment

tome nethodolosy osolield nof r'Ide, but

a trip to battlelleld sites the tetrain is

on the adual historic sit€,



Why Conduct a VSR?

Getting there is difficult

- Funding

- Distance

- Time

lnaccessibility to the actual ground (private

property or foreign travel issues)

Terrain overcome by modern urban sprawl

The terrain simply no longer exists

---------



The Virtual Staff Ride

Technology is leveraged to achieve the same de8ree of leader

development and education as seen on a field staff ride.

Produced since 2005, the CSI model of a VSR envisions a detailed

reolication ot terrain based upon satellite imagery and the construcion of

three dimenrional models to immerse the student in the virtual terrarn'

thus providing the most realistic vision of the battlefield possible'

All current VSRS are set in the contemporary environments of Afghanistan
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i*"a ,pon csl published long Wdr materials provided to

;;;;;;;;r.4, that are availabrp upon request and/or can be

downloaded from the csl website'

itior""'i". orrt 
'"struction 

and technicalsupport (two personnel)'

funded bY the unit.



Supporting VSR References
CSI Publishins
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Available Virtual Staff Rides

or.ndd i.C rr...lom vlrtu.l $atr Rld. (M.id 2oo:l-rr.rch (E)

- ThB naff ride prcvldes apprcxim.tely 16 hours of matenal thar emin.s rhe malor

fa.ers of the planninE and ere@tion oi Phase lll combat operattons fom IAN_MAY 200!

andthetEnsition to Phase lv opeotions, to itrludlng the shia uprisine in Nai.l,

oo€€tion Ph.rtom FurY m rallur.h,.nd op.ELioas mTalAF.I thr@gh lm5' fte le'Bth

oi rhe virtualstatlrrde @n bF larlded lo run lrom onero rhree davr. subFc$othe

unit's schedule and iEininE obie.tives.

Opc,atlon An.@oda (Februarv- M'rch 2002)

- Aday lons naff ride (or pariialdav stafi ride)

shahr[ov\d vallev rn 2oo2 The srudven'ompa5ses

Drvl, coaIhon operarions (Afghan Mrlrtary torcesl

thate,am'nes rhe.Gt'tEn arbck 'nto 
th€

conventtona! opearions (3/101 ABN

joint operations (CEACCI, and special

Wanat lll iuh 2008) 
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rlewd/edrvrttp/o ^rBhJn'i:1 ',*"Y r' .0, 0.","*.,-,* trl"
nn a smatl COC occup'ed bl/ 2 i PLI (hosen LL

Airborne BiSade



Operation lraqi Freedom
Shorter Scenarios

The Mardi to Bathdad: An abbreviated \rersion of the ovenllolFvsR,
this 6-hourstaff ride focuses on Phase lll Combat Operations durinS

March-April 2003, culminating with the fau of Baghdad.

The Ambush ofthe 5076

looks at the ambush and

on 23 March 2003 during

check Point 541: This 2 hour staff ride highlights

incidpnt at uS blo.ling posii'on rn Baghdid on 4

fn" u.a6"n1ur otatt" ol ar lral;ar Malor Cpnerdl'

rhe Parm sundav Ambush: rh;\ ) T:':li::,":f:U.,".-;,]l:,";,1T'
ambLlsh of two supplY convovs on AsR lJ{

on 20 March,2005

Maintenance CompanY: This 2_hourstaff ride

destruction ofthe 5o7th Maintenance companY

V corps advance on Baghdad'

an escalation of {orce

March 2005, resulting in



The March to Baghdad
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The Ambush of the 5o7$ Maintenance company



check Point S41

viEurl view from



The Palm Sunday Ambush
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ODeration Anaconda



wanat - L3 luly 2t oa
EEmlnes . coalttlon TasI Fon. @ndrtlht COIN oD.Etions in tt
Waygal vallEy of AlEhanlslan, 2ur_2m4, lcusina Flmdiv on m
lnsufl€nt ana.k on a sma[ COP oc@pied bv 2d PtI, ch@n co

2ndl503d Airborne lnf.nlry, 173'd Airborne Bri8ade.
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OlF VSR "Exportable" Package

"Staff ride in a box" concept in a R/cDformat

lncludes all materials reqllired to conduct a vSR without direct support

from csl

- Virtualterrain (VBS2 required to run program)

- lnstructor suPPort Package

- Student suPport Package

Prov,des three \epardte 2 hour Olt VSR n enrrio'

- The Ambush of the 5O7h Maintenance CompanY

- Check Point 541

- The Paln'r SundaY AnTbush

Packages w ll be mailed directlY

Requests for the OIF exPortable

Ride Team at L!:nrrnY Le'r\'F I \!.'

io the organlz3tlon vla US matl

oacl,lge cnn be qubrnrtLed lo the CSI 5Gn
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Classroom Requirements
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Rebuilding History
Battery Wa8ner, South Cerolina
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Conclusion

the Beneflts of a vsR

Ability to transition from the 2D to the 3D in 360'

Flexibility to move sequentially over terrain

lllustrates the dlfficulty of mission command and

leadershlp challenges relative to terrain

- Terrain and weather analYsis

- AnalYsis of mobility corridors

- Advantages & disadvantages

- Line of sight & fields of fire

- Movement and maneuver

Fires coordination and integration

Air grou nd integration

and avenues of aPProach

of available cover
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